


Figure 1—Supplement

Remember: Mentalists and others who take or allow a mystical
approach to behavior, including language / verbal behavior,
assume that behaviors are caused by inner, innate, uncaused
agents, such as the mind, psyche, or self, that tell the
behaving body what to do (i.e., tell the body what behaviors
to exhibit). Thus, language (among other things) is supposed
to come from the mind as its psychic processes intervene
between stimuli and responses. So people are assumed to
be born with at least the rudiments of their language which
then develops from their own private experience.

However: Starting with what makes language unique, we, on
the other hand, will consider language from the strictly
naturalistic, non–mystical perspective of the natural sciences
(and later, from the same natural science perspective, we
will also explore the importance and roles of private events
with respect to language).





Figure 2—Summary

So, the subject matter is roughly what others deal with un-
der the heading of “language,” and more specifically, the be-
havior called verbal behavior, which is any behavior that
achieves its reinforcement indirectly through the mediation
of another verbal organism’s behavior (…) regardless of
whether the verbal behavior is vocal, writing, gesturing,
signing, or whatever.

All of those are verbal behaviors because they have their ef-
fect on the environment (i.e., they achieve their reinforce-
ment) indirectly, through someone else’s behavior.

And behavior is called non–verbal behavior if it has its effect
on the environment (i.e., it achieves its reinforcement) through
direct mechanical interaction with the environment.

And now, about “signing”…



Figure 2—Signing

A signer is someone who signs, someone who uses sign language.
For example, American Sign Language (ASL), which is the official,
and often native, language used by the Deaf community in
America, is acknowledged as a language just as English and Chi-
nese and French are acknowledged as languages.

Signing is NOT just a translation of English words into gestures
(as opposed to “finger spelling”…), just as Chinese is not just a
translation of English sound into other sounds. (Translation actu-
ally comes under one of the elementary verbal operants, as we
shall see.)










